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COUNSELORS?



Who are School Counselors?
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Student Support Infrastructure:

The basic infrastructure to 
support student mental 

health already exists in most 
Pennsylvania schools –

school 
counselors

This cost-effective 
infrastructure requires state 

support in two key areas:

1. Ensuring all students in all 
schools have adequate 
access to it

2. Ensuring it operates as it 
should, in line with best 
practices for school 
counselors
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School Counselors – An Existing 
Infrastructure for Student Support

STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH

Students have primarily used this service to report 
concerns about their mental health.



School Counselors – An Existing 
Infrastructure for Student Support

STUDENT CAREER READINESS

As COVID-19 has disrupted not only the 
educational experiences of students, but 

also the economy and workforce into 
which they are headed, the need for 

school counselors to be able to focus 
their work has never been greater.



HOW DO WE IMPROVE?
GUARANTEEING ACCESS FOR ALL STUDENTS

GUARANTEEING SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR ALL SCHOOL COUNSELORS



School Counselors – A Cost Effective 
Infrastructure for Student Support

Number of School 

Buildings (School Districts) 2,690

Number of PA Students 1,557,144
School Counselors Needed 

for 250:1 Ratio 6229
School Counselors 

Assigned to Buildings (SY 

19-20)
4195

Total School Counselors 

Needed 2034

This infrastructure already exists in schools.
We just need to guarantee this extends to all students in every school.
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School Counselors – A Cost Effective 
Infrastructure for Student Support

Number of School Buildings 2,690
Number of Students 1,557,144
School Counselors Needed for 250:1 Ratio 6229
School Counselors Assigned to Buildings (SY 19-20) 4195
Total School Counselors Needed 2034
Median PA School Counselor Salary (SY 19-20) $73,130



Student Support Infrastructure:
School Counselors


