
Property taxes are rising, and public schools are struggling.

CLOSE PENNSYLVANIA’S $4.6B PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING GAP

NEW SCHOOL DISTRICT FACT SHEETS SHOW STATE FUNDING 
NOT KEEPING UP WITH RISING EDUCATION COSTS
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The 2023 school district fact sheets recently released by the PA Schools Works campaign show how, even with 
recent increases in Basic Education Funding and the introduction of the Level Up supplement, the state is still 
not keeping up with rising mandated costs and increases in instructional costs for virtually every school district 
across. The fact sheets, individualized for all 500 school districts, include data on state and local funding, special 
education funding, charter school payments, the property tax burden on local taxpayers, and the amount each 
district would get from the state if our schools were fully and adequately funded, calculated using research from 
the Public Interest Law Center. 

More than five out of six school districts (84%) are not adequately funded due in large part to the lack of 
sufficient state support for K-12 education. And virtually every school district (490 out of 500, or 98%) 
has raised local property taxes to make up for Harrisburg’s failure to live up to its responsibilities to our 
children and our state’s future. Depending on the federal data source, Pennsylvania is between the 43rd and 
45th lowest state when it comes to the share of district revenue that comes from the state. 

According to the Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO) December 2022 Annual School 
District Budget Report, mandated costs for charter school tuition, special education, and pension funding have 
increased by roughly $6.5 billion in the last decade while state funding supporting those costs grew by only 
$2.8 billion.  As a result, local taxpayers are increasingly carrying the burden of these costs. These mandated, 
unfunded costs divert resources from those students with the most unmet instructional needs.

With a historic Commonwealth Court ruling declaring the school funding system in Pennsylvania to be 
unconstitutional and at least $12 billion available in state surplus and reserves, this year offers an opportunity to 
present a budget that does more than keep up with inflation and helps dig school districts out of a massive 
funding deficit.

https://paschoolswork.org/school-district-data/



